EMERALLY, FRIEMDS OF PARKS GROLPS

uniee oo preserve, protect, and mestore the

physical landscape. Even the most ardent

“parkies” readily admir, for example, that

driving drug dealers from a public square
cloesn’t begin o accack ohe lasger issue of substance
abarse, bur it docs make the place available for law-
abading citizens o enjoy.

Steve Colerman, directore of the nonprofe Wash-
ingrom Parks and People, sees things a livche differ-
encly. He believes parks play a significant mle in
improving queliny of like Both mtide and owside a
park’s boundaries. “If commyunity i not to become an
absrraction, parks are absolutely viral,” Colerman says.

Bringing seemimgly hopeles and forpoeten places wo
|ife rmedoes dhae oty come alive cheough chem,
Ir's abour rebulding I-.._|.| e ard visson”

He has ample experience from which o draw
these conclusions, Owver the pase 15 years, Colenan
and his organizazion have helped revicalize some of
the Diserict of Columbas’s maost danperows parks. Te
all began in 1990, when Washingron was the mur-
cer capital of the Unived Stares and Colernan's neigh-
borhood greenspace, Menidian Hill Park, collogui-

STONE SOUP

When it comes
to reviving parks
in distressed
neighborhoods.
Steve Coleman
:“-EI.:'I.:"‘E..II-.'I'Il}.' nme
from landscape
architects to kids
has something

to contribute.

i

ally ke s knovorn s Maloodm X Park, oms one
of the most dangerous places in che ay,

Mericdian Hill Park, art of the Magional Park
Service (NPS) systom, besjzan a5 a benastiful place
Landscape architeot George Bumnap designsd ic
in 1914, and Horce Peasles laver revissd s
plan. The MNew York firm Vical, Brinckerhoff,
and Creften created che plancing scheme. Cpened
e thi ;':'!'l!u. i 1936, ir i a neoclassical villa for
the iﬂ.‘ll|'i-:'. Conserscrion endad on the |.=.l-'k
when the Unined Stares entered World War 11,
and it was mever I|.||.|g.' q.l.:-r|'|11|l.‘.-'.'-..|. However, the
| 2-acte expanse Contains & series of foemal prom-
el fereac = amd I..I.\-I\..Ll\.:.ii'..L: PORENGLNnS.

Coleman was head of his |'¢'ip|'.!'~:.d'|'r:.i.=f.| HELTAH
1 welvens i ol |.'-l.|:. wikh sleid Ofb & SEeet fekd the
i Janaery of 19940, He died in the arms of
rian s housemete, and as 15 often the case

wieTy frage v strikes, |:'v|.'|||1|-:'_-_;.||::::-. fod to iy o
make serde of it "1 cilled a rlll\.l.ii:l_l..'.:l‘ vy It
wer S0 s -;'\-||.' q..l:'.:-:'." Coleman fenmembers.
flled the bottorm Hoor of by L
In response oo the ]-:|.5|i'.:.-.r. ;'-c:'.|-: ] ur.:.:n| ;*-c'-::-l"-!l

- B 1
[0 SETLL FIRONO0IS: 1 IH:. \.III\.}. 'Ua'l EILEWET :-'\IZH.I CICh, AN E

Steve Coleman, director of Washinglon Parka sad People, is shown at ooe of the musy sairances to Wats Branch Park in the District of Columbia,
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SHARED WISDOM

Devedoped i partnership with stream valley residents,
‘the Watis Eranch master plan, hére, bss galvanized sup-
peort for the park and s ssrrounding community.

£o into the park,” Coleman recounts. “The Botfoa feff, lan Tyndall's rendering illustrates

park was seen as o center of violence. Bur if we b P, g s the future of Watts Branch.
didn't go into the park, if we stayed inside, who : "'ﬁ\\ gl @ fndeaubes B° ot
would be left to counter what made D.C. the =T, et | i.” s E:
murder capiral** Someone at the mesting ¢ e o | chiolbtter aatoeiy A7 o

remembered hearing of o grandparenes’
organizacion in Southeast Washingron
that helped its community by standing
on street comers and greeting people.
Coleman’s group, then called Residenes
of Adams Morgan (RAM), contacted che
senior cirizens and from them gleaned

the rubes of engagemient thae guide Wash- :
ingron Parks and People to this day: G

% Always say hello, IO e

& Mever camy o weapon or anything tha could be perceived & Armed only wich thes three principles 418
such—including a large Rashlighe or 2 smull dog,” Coleman nooes.  and wearing brighr orange hats, Coleman and owo

& Travel and work in multiracial groups. companions entered the park ona cold wincer's evening shortly

after the shoating. “As we approached the overlook, we
saw rwvo shadows,” Coleman repores, Although nervous,
they said hello and tentatively held out their bands.

The RAM parred had encountered two long-time
wsers of the park, The firse was a local minister and re-
tired teacher who had visited the park every fine day for
over 45 years and was known as the unofficial mayor of
Mericdian Hill Pagk, His companion was a former in-
rrate and recovering drug addice whose efforts on be-
half of Meridian Hill eventually eamed him
recognition s Washingon, D.C.5 voluneeer of the
year. As Coleman tells it, these two men became his
Friends and menoors, and this chance mecting marked
the beginning of his education in community build-
ing—swhar he calls “Neighborhood Park 101,

Friends of Meridian Hill was born just a few weeks
lager, after a beteer to the Winhingron Poar noced che
sudden growth of local interess in the place and
warned that this effore, like so many before it, was
doomed to Eailure unless the broader social issues of
the neighborhood were sddressed. “Thar's why we be-
came Friends of Meridian Hill—not Friends of Merid-
ian Hill Park or Friends of Meridian Hill Maloolm X
Park,” Colerman savs, “We recognized thar it had o be
the whole historic hilloop. We didn’s have che luxury
of a park that is a complete world unto ieself—like
Cenvral Park.”

An NFS superintendent, who had once said, “No-
body calls me about rhis park,” soon found his phone
ringing off the hook. Meetings beeween ehe commu-
nity and NP5 over the furure of Merdzan Hill were
quickly organized. In the months and years that fol-
Lwed, Eriends of Meridian Hill did many of the
things such groups usually do, including removing

1:" Lasdicaps Architeciure pgND 243
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trash, planting. znd celebormy Ead Dee M afe
continued safery puesoi and adencee? s of S
park’s many hiszore Secmms
Bur Friends of Merdus Hill & soseone s o
"Every comamunity b baddes s " Dol e
neoded to evataloe sd et oot e v
ible landscare ber sl che el e
scape.” That mesns sy Sy she Susery
ufdrl:m'k.niqhh:ﬁi-'ﬁ-m
of the park’s pusr, and for—s sl wors jo-
al i 2 :

pa [T ofis o 2 cacTmer
C=1=04 e e 5
'8 e oe &b
. . bt £ 1
& Bl o= HiE
B E e T i
- i i E =
—— oW gt I T
| iy e
g .5 =l L - e —
g 3 ' el =
4 | Aty | 2 7 =
Theitrv i (5] i ; %
ﬁ?..} I 2 :_. :
IR 5E, —=
il vl B4
5 gl e
ships,” Coleman Al
says, “The moee
youask for help = o+ = =
and share power, -

the more you will
Baild che very resounces and broader power base vou

“A park is not just something you look at;

it i5 2 place, a hub of activity. It doesn't have
1o be about just preserving what once was.

The past can be prologue, a jumping-off point.”

ek, for examnple, 2nd beoughs music and dance back. When
e besrned the ate had served 35 2 Civil Wiar encampment,
chey ko] reenaceoes who had participared in the filming of
(lory. 3 mowie shout the firsr black regiment in the Civil War, o
creme 1o the park mo mest neighborhood children. “For the kids,
= s 3 visir froem another time. ™ Colemnan says a3 he shows pho-
sngmris of childeen knolang up mawe ar the soldsers in blue.
Colerman sevs ther evenes ke these should happen all the
e " We e the u:-n."g-' fmn Linceyy 123 ehe world with an l.!l'h'll'!]iﬂ!;
docysmens thar specifies the pursuit of happiness,” he notes.
“Yer woe am 50 serious, 0 specialized, we have forgorten
howr mo nourih ploy. The danger in our specialized
sonciery i that we bevome passive and leave
everything m somebody else—the pars
Jepartment o some government office.”
Turning the entire park into o stage for
an afternoon dance perfonmance, as
Menidian Hill did in 1992, and making
s bengehy greerswarnds regularly available
fior soccer—despite the inevitable wear on
the murf—is 35 signaficant, Coleman argues, as
a=ny ocher element of park revitalizanion,
Friends of Mendian Hill became Washing-
ton Parks and People after a merger with
=, Friends of DUC. Parks in 1998. Parks and People

ncved e realiee your vision,” e airmed to bring the sucoessful serategies developed
Working with organdeacions large and small, -

the Friends ultimacely realized cheir dream. d .

Young musicians from the ciny's Levine School “hﬂ was happy to provide food foran

of Music performed ag che park, and a bocal agh- w“h early meeting of the Wares Branch

letic store sponsored al 0K race char linked B Park campaign.

Meridian Hill to the Whice House, Working  Washingion Parks and People & Liseen 1o stories from the past

with police, the group helped reduce crime in and glean suggestions for the furare.

Meridian Hill by 98 percent, And the parmer- & Soarn wich che kids—esk them & Make creativity—not money—

ship with NPS proved equally fruicful, ;aming  whar chey would Iike to o= in 2 the basis of your start-up effors.

the Friends the National Park Foundanions 1994 park W Ask nearby nesidents what they

Leadership Award for the keading ULS. commu- - Don't allow buresscracy and med  want 10 see, and encourage them to

nity/ parks partnership. tape to discourage vous your plans. chank big. As a guiding prnciple,
In 1994, the group helped win designacionof  can rally people around che parke Coleman quotes Goethe: "Whatever

the park as the firse U5, Marional Historic Land- % Leam whac’s good shour a place.  you <20 Jo or dream you can, begin

mark in the designed landscape carcgory. Bur che Seart by mapping che et iﬂmhﬁaﬁmmmﬂ

Friends aimed at more chan preservation and % Hold mestimgs i the park mRgiC in it

restofation. “A park is not just something you  whenever possible & Do che ching thar's fragile and

look ar; ic is a place, a hub of acriviey,” Coleman o Find the people who care end unexpected—plans pansies, hold 2

nores, "I doesnt have oo be abour just presery- form alliances with them and foster  concerT, stage an ar exhibit; make

ing whar once was, The past can be prologue, s cooperartion among them. Foream-  the park 2 showcase for local malent

jumping-off point.” The group discovered thar ple, the Konsn Goocens” Assocssion. of all kands

Meridian Hill had a history as a performing ares

127

mwer rens Landicape Architectmre



SHARED WISDOM

by Prierads of Mendmn Hill o ather commas
nities 1nsice and ousssde the Disonice of Co-

lumbig=—i dermand thae emenged 15 soon as
word of the revitaliznon of Menidinn Hill be-
Jran o s

In Cictober of dhat year, Washingoon Parks

and People moved into a derelice 13,004
-;||||.|r|--."|h||:. i0-room Benassance=revival
mansion that overlooks the park. Although
beautaful, che 1927 bulding was a whire ele-
phanc heading inveo foreclosure, Wich penmis-
sion of the owners, Parks and People became
!:_-_:,_'.ul SCUALTETS- |h.‘!1.l|l'|-\.\,'|'|.:ré_'\-;: E'-:_-lrl,_' 14 k-:_1:_-|'-

looters out of che building. On Chniscmas
|:|'.I:..'_ [ hnn,l:_".':r in 1.2% vodumnteers o
berin cleanup and restorarion effores. Juscas  Coleman greets o kng-time resident as she passes through Watts Branch.
the group had done in che park, Parks and

People started to work whichout promise of funding and wich banlding—sosmethang prviste developers haxl failed o achbeve

fewr resouroes Cocept YollnNAoErs, Based on che work Parks and People had .l|‘-'r.'.l:.|j-'-Il.:.'-‘-1‘-:.‘--l-|'r=15 and
Bt volunceer kabor proved & concete asser. The building’s im- the commitment of interested tenans, the group was able o seoune

mediane needs had been addrnessed, and by the first weekof 1999, a loan o punchaess the balding.

e mroup had several pareners ready oo lese office gpace in the Mow called the Josephine Butler Center after an early leader

Concrete
Designs

Planters
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Concrete Products, Inc.
1275 E Stale 5t

Sycamorne, IL B01TE
HURMZA LIGHTING US& Toll Free: 1-800-233-3907
_ - k. Fax (815)-895-B0G5
:h::-::..Jill:l :JJ :J1I.l :'ul.l-. hl'ﬁl;ﬁ'.llull.ul.'-l.l rar 1 FRtE.COm EE‘I'IGME
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Poster-sized photographs of Watts Branch msers, ke Sis ane by Cindy Saiien, were mousted o8 Sssmesry oo o crowT) fo seven, including plan-
ared displiyed throughout the park. R wes 2 nviant s e, ™ oo explie. “Propis lowed £ mer and Bindscape designer [an Tyndall.
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SHARED WISDOM

He characrerizes his job with the nonprofit as "0
Ligtle like working fora design/build firm arwhat
I imagine working for a design/build firm would
be like. It's very hands-on,” he elaborges. "You
get mvolved in fund-raising and permitting and
meeting the communiry. It's  more complete
submersion in the process than most landscape ar-
chiteces gee.”

When I visited the Parks and People ofhee,
Tyndall was working with landscape architect
Aaron Teeter, Associare ASLA, o design one of dhe
park’s many entrances. Tyndall says char his expe-
rience on the project taught him “how o listen
people who generally don't have a very loud voice,
compared to those from more privileged back-
grounds—not only to listen more closely, bur alse to look more
closely ut what they want and whar they need.” Tyndall says he
hass leamed howe to “think a liotle mone abour economy of means
and how we can do something nice, thar’s not oo ostenmagious
and not oo cheap, but just right.” He continues, “These people
dhserve che same as any other people, bur just throwing money
at [the simuation] Bt necessary.”™

CIRCLE 153 0N R ADEA SEMaCE Sl Oft G0 TO WAEWASLA DRGFREEFFO HTRL
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Alchough the group brings in funding, money is noc what
Parks and People is all abour, “Our mission is very simple: Re-
conmect people with the kland and use the land 1o reconnect peo-
prle with each other,” Coleman says. Frequently, bridging char
disconnect means overcoming the hopeletiness of citizens and
the apachy of their beaders.

“So often, people are fralistic about chese forgoroen green

1RA
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BFAY

Godeman i shews abong with John Campbell o Campleds Barberiios. B sncificial community cester of
fhir Wakls Brasech straam valliy, Lady Bind Joladon visdied WaSs Brasc Park I 1565 to lamach the srian
s of heer Baaedification campaign, A revilaEned Lady Bird Misadow o shown in the rendering oppoidde,

spaces, Coleman says. "You nesd todo the surpasans, visibic
=

thing on the ground o get people energized shoue wie
sible.” Parks and People uses a “stone soup” strasegy of nevizal-

BAMBOO

I:'!f!l'r-ring a Iar']r'ﬁrir-r-l rur'qi_l.a’-ﬂ:,r conlaner-grown bamboo
for mberior and extencr appications. Hundreds of speci
and sizes avallahl-[: —shade-acclim =|-.n:| to
speciications. As

New England Bamboo {:I_II'I'I[IEI'I.;.
978-546-3581

www.newengbamboo.com

CRCILE 1358 0 READER SERVICE CARD O GO T WWWWLASLA DRCEF R ERE0U TR

wrnat % it At

“So often, people are fatalistic
about these forgotten green
spaces. You need to do lhE
surprising, visible thing on th
sround to get people Energ:zeu‘
about what's possible.”

ration thar raloes advantage of the hid-
Jden assets available i Every :1:-|1'||'|'||.|:'|il!:.
and every park 1o ger things moving in
the right direcrion. Alchough the non-
rrohe has been sucoesshul at ‘|:.|.l'rc‘|-r.1i'-\.i|'|;.:_
s approach relies on ingenuity first and
moreey second. “Lool: for noncash ssets
and ocher kinds of power, £ molermad fec-
cmmends. “Doan asser I'I'I.||."'--—:'!:'I'I|‘-C {ils
righe about the place, what's working.”

Which Whans Branch Park, an ssorment of STl SPRes -I|--:J-t:I.!-.r
T syaeerm thar feecks the Aroecstia River, the group merribers

JANDLER SCULFPTC

gn In .11| |.| Mapa Valley | b4 h. -y

Hand crafted and hand finished
W, A kchamad lerd Sl I L0
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SHARED WISDOM

started a5 T|'IL‘}'-1II.| ar Meric i Hill- !13.' =
tering the park and saying hello. For
decades, dhe I'|l.'.-:_;:1:'l-:.-|'|'|l-::-.i'-\. ir ehe wvalley
along chis stream cartied moee chan their
fair share of the I'|'|I.||'|?.'i]1.l.| baerclen, |1-::-\Ii:'..L:
s Ll[[.'*- -.fl.||'|'||'..=|'.-.§‘ faeilt iR arerabor, for e

.:m:':l:_-_ amd .|-.-.-:.-|..|'|'|.;-..|.l|||; a rovet oo
clinic chiar arreacted dealers ag well @t users
[ IIS Orocnspaces. .-1|.|l||ll|.|.'_:|| eliig arm has
chie spcond |'||g-l'.l.=.~l concengiation of children
in che CICY, AMXICHIS pafenes sirned their
chilldren o SOy amaLy Frany &l r-.lri-c_ VTN
rl'm;.-Fh Ty Of thierr were Borced o cnoss ot
[0 BT 00 sl

F'.lrk\- .II'II\.i Ijl.'|||"|l!' E'll!'.I;.III |:r.||||'\.r|-rm||'|é_'

with the kids, asking them what they  Pulb up 8 sign and walch it happen, Coleman slasds by & mosale gensrated through
witild like b0 see inthe park. ‘*l.l'pn-:-n by, Washisgten Parks and Pesple's volumbeer-based Art on the Block project,
IJ'.Lg. '\-I.I_I..,_.,,I“\..I.-\.I trath cans, "That s mot

mvich of & desum,” Parks and |"'|1||‘:|{' genoly chided che childpen. Thear instincrs were righe: Do g difficulr. Bur rwo years lager,
The kids insiseed it was; after all, nos a single trash recepeacle sar 24 heavily used cans are spaced along the streambank.

in the park. Based on their own observarions, che children be- Even che chroving heroin markier represented uneapped poden-
ligved thate getting the cans would prove an impossible eask. tial o Parks and People. "We realized this needle park was an

Y [NATURAL SOIL PAVEMENT

Fcn' Hulur-ul l-uullclrl-g Hmﬂ's.,-Pwhmg luha ond Paths I|1-:|1 e
sironger thon osphalf, cost bess ond are proctically mointenance-free:
Juﬂ mld I"{J].'Fuverrmﬂ und water.

# Fpvirgamedially Hur-e*l-.- - F'r¢-.'ﬂn Dwsh, Eroslan, Med & 'f't-;-vl'n-:n
Tested oad Recommeaded by the US Army Corps &f Enginears

EEICﬂ'E-‘-_-Ei-an::i : FAILING - LIGHTIN :
FREDERIC };’I.‘*r-'l[\-lhh

B0E- 845-B060 - BOB-222-5806

wnive. I recleri CE mimer. com
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wset,” Colomon epbe “Theparksy ==
ering place, and penede s :n-::u_':uis-_-;_ =
something mus: be werkee B el o
dosomeching illegal and o themr. e
we thouyght we should be bl s do s
thing thar’s healthy and kel Somwe dacades
10 operate 4 farm stand widh cheldmen Fufe
work at a nearby yourh serden] e e e S S i
wass pessible, W pur P ST STy T s oo

The market was extremely socoessid berme i addvme
several comminity needs simultaneonsy—drme the ey
dealers our of the park and ¢ providing freh veprobies = o 2
that is multiple bus trips awsy fom the Ceeresl REpermaio

“Caimirals cake the pach of lease resssrance ™ Colerman noee.

“Thete & noching maore shocking or frighes ey o chern thees
1o 5e¢ children selling cucumbers in 2 place chey chink belongs
1o them. This one simple acr did more dhas Ve ol pole and
politiciuns ro clean up the park.”

Since beginning the Wares Branch Park campaign in 2001,
Parks and People has removed 1,900 rires, 6,000 needles. 2nd
18,000 bags of garbage. It has towed 68 abandoned cars and
vrucks, hauled our over 2,000,000 pounds of bulk rrash and
debris, and planted 325 narive trees and hundreds of Sowers
The vast majority of this work was accornplished by mudeirs.
cial groups of volunteers—juse as was -dun ax Menidian Hill.
Now the community has two miles of cleared rrail, stoeam,

in aluminum form,

aluminum landscape edging by sure-loc

M il et of landseaging. theen B orly ang piging that
INCOrpOralas both am and soencs — su-doe BUGING.
Wil il Sahfnibis conneciions, deep progwes 1o withstand fost heave
and urenalehed quakty, ro other edging can boast s i padformance
You disagn @ baautibul landscape lef us FELBTY your el o & fesSme

rt-i00 has padenl pending and slake ROBploTE,
& dual stk keking sysiam, o Cvariapping joaes,
Wit SLakns, and e Qrooves 10 BRI edging slayE in place
@‘

surgocedging.com  300Ept bo otber.™

call 1.800. TET 3562 |

CMCLE 17408 FEADER SERVICE AN R G T WAL ASL A DRGFREERFO HTLE

professional grade '

“Commmaks take the path of least resistance. There is nothing
mave shecking or frightening to them than to see children
selimg cacumbers in a place they think belongs to them.”

and streambank o enjow. Crime i c'r_mmmll} reduced, and
the park is perceived & 2 moch safer place. In 2003, the group
was asked to Mg Wazes Branch on conomct wich the .2,
Department of Parks and Recrearion. Now the organization
acts as neighbor and emplover 25 well 25 friend o people mear
I:I'IE' F"ill.'k
Parks and Prople has set abour recovering the invisible

landscape as well. Local ssoryeellers were locared and listened
to Their memories of beng -:.r-..-:-._. in cthe stream, of watch-
ing possum, beavers, and other small mammals frolic in more
ecologically sound days, and of hearing g Martin Luther King Jr.
speak in che park have been tapped as a source of inspiration.
Afeer learning chat in 2 1961 King had spoken ina feld along
the stream, for example, Pasdks and People ser abour peeserving
the location as the King Namure Sancruary. “Don’ look for che
ofticial address of the unmx:::?, center,” Coleman advises,

“Listen o whae e 33¥ and find out where things happen
and who knows abous che e, A dreamn has oo corne foam
somieching chae they have already ~ After learning thae musician

* AllS ports
Misting Station

Model STOSMSS
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SHARED WISDOM

Marvin Gaye grew up in the neighbor-
bood and played his firse gig ac a lounge
across the street from one of the park’s
many entrances, Parks and People was
determined ro mine chat musical re-
source. Just like char, the Marvin Gaye
Amphicheater was born.

Parks and People located a spot ina
sroublesome area of the park and put up
2 sign char read, “Furure Site of the Mar-
win e Amiphithearer.”™ Soon, another
sign went up adverrising a talent show,
"I you have music, even if all you have
& 2 open mike—you have an evene,”
Coleman says. “We didn't have any wal-
ent, bug we had a mike.” The resulc was
“an mstanc valent show™ that was cov-
ered by che Wankingronr Port. When o
fouzndacion in Minnesota read abour it,
it concacted Parks and People and ulei-
masely contribuced 520,000 towand
construction of the performance space.
Now the amphitheater is a permanent
part of the new mester plan thae Farks
and People is developing for Watrs
Branch Park.

Warrs Branch Park is an even bigger
challenge than Meridian Hill was, bur
by building expansive circles of parr-
nerships, Parks and People feels up o
the task. In addition to che amphiche-
arer, the group purchased and is refur-
bishing the old Crystal Lounge, where
young Gaye made his debur, as a park-
side community cénter, restaurant, and
off-site carering facilicy for che Butler
Ceneer. Already, jobs have been created
through the cleanup effore, and mare
will come chrough che restaurane, The
master plan Parks and People has cre-
ated at Watts Branch has “really galva-
mized other city agencies,” Colerman
notes. Although the area was receiving
a third of a billion dollars in various
kinds of public funding, none of thar
money was being used in a coordinac-
ed fashion, With Wares Branch as g fo-
cal point, communicy leaders and local
development crganizarions ane work-
ing cogether as never before. In facr,
the city'’s mayor is expected to an-
nounce a name change any day now:

to have passion abeut
public space,” he says.

Waers Branch Park will becoese
vin Gaye Park,

Alreacy, the dozen or so puble
schoals in the area have been inveleed
in cleanup, plancing, and proges-
ming. Eventually Parks and People 5
would like o see local schools wse she
paark a8 & FESOUICE in EVery ares of theer
curricula. The group has broughe =
students from the design deparemenss
af local universities 1o give school-ages
children a glimpse inco their not-too-
distant futures, “There are real jobs and
renl careers in the land,” Coleman says
of the effort to involve soudenss of all
ages in bringing back Wares Branch.
“There are memendous opportunities
here vo ger African American kids ino
the fields of landscape architecturs and
urban design.”

“If we go intoa park and people say
we are crazy, then we know we a0 the
right space,” Coleman reflects. He is
unapalagetic abour Parks and People's
exuberance over the power of parks o
cransform lives and neighborhoods,
“We noed o have passion about public
space,” he says. “This is life—it’s noc an
academic thing. I believe we are making
adifference in every single major urban
challenge—mwhether it's shandonment
of areas, dropour fates, teen pregnancy,
of public health problems from obesity
o addiction. Fundamentally, bndging
this disconnection between people and
the environment 1§ something chat can
address every one of thase problems.
And we are doing 1e.”

Remernber, it ull begins by saying
hello and rmaybe putting up 2 sign
ar awa,






